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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 

January 31, 2007 
 

MINUTES 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Chairman Rubio called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. at the City Of Seaside, City 

Hall Council Chambers, 440 Harcourt Avenue. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 City of Seaside – Mayor Ralph Rubio, Chairman 
 Laguna Seca Subarea Landowner –Director Bob Costa, Vice Chairman 
 Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (“MPWMD”) – Director Michelle 

Knight, Secretary 
 City of Monterey – Les Turnbeau (Alternate for Vice Mayor Jeff Haferman,) 
 City of Sand City – Mayor David Pendergrass 
 California American Water Co. (“Cal-Am”) –Director Steve Leonard 
 City of Del Rey Oaks – Mayor Joseph Russell 
 Monterey County/Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) – 

Supervisor Jerry Smith, District 4  
 Coastal Subarea Landowner –Director Paul Bruno 
 
III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 There were no comments from the public. 
 
IV. SPECIAL MEETING BUSINESS 

A. Sentinel Wells Work Plan and Scope  
B. Authorization for contract 
CEO Evans reviewed orally the historical development of the Watermaster and the 
Basin Monitoring and Management Plan (“BMMP”).  
 
March 13, 2007 is the deadline set by the court for Watermaster to have entered 
into a contract for services for BMMP oversight and implementation of well drilling. 
At the January 17, 2007 regular Watermaster meeting, Director Leonard submitted 
a summary detailing an expedited scope of work for determining site locations and 
installing monitoring wells. The Watermaster Technical Advisory Committee 
(“TAC”) was directed by Watermaster to recommend an approach to be taken to 
gain Watermaster approval for selection of well sites by June 11, 2007. The TAC 
was also directed to review the proposals for program management submitted by 
MPWMD/MCWRA and RBF in light of the summary submitted by Director Leonard. 
Additionally, the TAC was to obtain a proposal and scope of work from Mr. Martin 
Feeney to carry out the tasks outlined in Director Leonard’s submitted summary.  
 
The Board reviewed the submitted copy of Mr. Feeney’s scope of work and 
proposal. The TAC, chaired by Ms. Ingersoll, met last Monday. Ms. Ingersoll 
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relayed a TAC concern regarding significant changes in conductivity requiring 
placement of additional wells beyond those planned for. The TAC does support Mr. 
Feeney’s proposal and work plan, but cautions that the recommended contract not 
to exceed $850,000 is very dependent on the data gathered as work progresses. 
 
The TAC recommends that the Board approve the Seaside Groundwater Basin 
Watermaster Seawater Sentinel Wells Work Plan and associated Scope of Work 
submitted by Martin Feeney. 
 
Mr. Feeney addressed the Board regarding the TAC concern of change in 
conductivity representing seawater being detected during monitoring. Such a 
change would not be immediately detected. He stated that any need for additional 
placement of wells beyond those planned for would be determined through data 
collection and analysis of conductivity change over time. The previous plan had the 
same risk of further exploration being needed due to conductivity change.  
 
Mr. Feeney explained why there are no planned sentinel wells in the southern part 
of the basin. Water levels in the southern coastal Seaside Basin are above sea 
level and there is a strong seaward gradient resulting in the area being not 
particularly susceptible to seawater intrusion. Groundwater in the southern basin is 
shallow to the point that it rises to the surface and forms Roberts Lake, and then 
discharges to the ocean via a controlled rock structure. Moreover, there are 
currently several wells located in the southern coastal Seaside Basin area. The 
proposed wells are sited in Fort Ord where water levels are fifty feet below sea 
level, where no wells are currently located, and where there is no data from the 
deep zones regarding seawater. The base of the groundwater basin in the Fort Ord 
area is approximately 800 - 1,500 feet; in the southern coastal area the base is 
approximately 100’. The BMMP does not currently include networking existing 
southern coastal area wells (the CDM well, many wells at the end of Bay Street, 
and some along Dunes Drive). 
 
Joe Oliver, MPWMD Senior Hydrologist, expressed his opinion that there is 
groundwater production potential in the southern coastal basin area, but it is 
significantly less than production in other areas of the basin. He further commented 
that any significant change in water quality that the planned monitoring program 
brings to light is part of the exploration phase of the BMMP and a recommendation 
for the installation of an additional well or wells could be possible in the near future. 
Mr. Oliver described the boundary of the North Coastal Subarea as just north of 
the entrance of Fort Ord near the previous location of Stilwell Hall. 
 
Moved by Director Turnbeau, seconded by Director Smith, and unanimously 
carried, to approve the recommendation from the Technical Advisory 
Committee to enter into a contract with Mr. Martin Feeney for the scope of 
work outlined in his submitted Seawater Sentinel Monitoring Wells Work 
Plan dated January 26, 2007 and authorize the Watermaster Chief Executive 
Officer to prepare and execute a contract, not to exceed $850,000.  
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C. BMMP Project Management 
Ms. Ingersoll, TAC Chair, recommended the Board consider approving an 
expenditure request from Monterey Peninsula Water Management District for 
$7,080 to collect winter and spring 2007 quarterly groundwater quality samples 
from key coastal monitoring wells as outlined in the BMMP and to comply with 
Judge Randall’s 1/12/07 directive. The quarterly collection of samples is in addition 
to MPWMD’s budgeted annual collection of samples. Approval of this expenditure 
would allow implementation of the BMMP on an interim basis until a longer term 
contract with MPWMD for additional, prioritized tasks is considered for 
authorization by the Board.  
 
Ms. Ingersoll stated that the TAC intends to provide the Board at its February 7, 
2007 regular meeting a recommendation for award of contract not to exceed 
$35,000 to RBF to work with an appointed TAC subcommittee to refine and re-
scope the BMMP to cost effectively expedite the court directives. Scope refining 
includes coordinating with Mr. Feeney’s work plan to develop a prima vera 
schedule as a basis for re-scoping the entire BMMP. The TAC subcommittee 
would consist of TAC member representatives from Seaside, California American 
Water, MPWMD, and MCWRA. Other interested TAC members not appointed to 
the subcommittee are invited to attend subcommittee meetings and would be 
notified of the content of meetings via email.  
 
The BMMP may need to be amended and Mr. Jacobs suggested that the March 
13, 2007 court hearing would be a good time to submit an alternate BMMP to the 
judge. 
 
Moved by Mayor Pendergrass, seconded by Director Smith, and unanimously 
carried, to approve a contract with the Monterey Peninsula Water Management 
District/Monterey County Water Resources Agency for $7,080 for Seaside 
Groundwater Basin Program interim water quality sampling management 
services and to amend the budget accordingly, and to direct the Technical 
Advisory Committee to report back to Watermaster on February 7, 2007, with a 
recommendation on award of contract not to exceed $35,000 to RBF to refine 
and re-scope the BMMP.  

 
V. Chair Rubio adjourned the meeting to Closed Session at 2:04 p.m. to consider 

specific matters: 
A. Public employee Performance Evaluation: Government Code Section 

54957. 
1. Title: Chief Executive Officer 

  
VI. REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, February 7, 2007 1:30 

P.M., SOPER FIELD, SEASIDE, CALIFORNIA  
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 
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There were no reports from directors. 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Chairman Rubio adjourned the meeting at 2:41 p.m. 

 
 


